
You will learn about 
•	 Underlying concept of food loss and definitions of different types of losses
•	 Symptoms and underlying causes of food loss throughout the food supply chain
•	 Concept of food loss analysis, different approaches, and the steps of the Case 

study methodology
•	 How to interpret results and synthesize into a full food loss analysis report
•	 How to communicate conclusions and recommendations to stakeholders

Food loss is a complex issue, often with multiple and interrelated causes 
operating at different levels. This e-learning course introduces the FAO Case study 
methodology for the analysis of critical food loss points. This method focuses on 
revealing and analyzing the multidimensional causes of losses in selected food 
supply chains, identification of critical loss points, and recommendation of feasible 
food loss reduction solutions and strategies.

Nutrition and food systems

6.5 hours

Available in English and French

Course: Case study method of food loss analysis
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FAO ⓔlearning Center: www.fao.org/elearning

FAO ⓔlearning Center

This course is available through the FAO ⓔlearning Center.

Please visit the Center and browse our extensive catalogue in 
multiple languages. Register once to access over 100 titles.

All courses are available as a global public good for free.

How to access the course

1.	Go to the e-learning center: www.fao.org/elearning, and 
select the category “Nutrition and food systems”

2.	Register and log-in with your user name and password.

Registration is fast and easy. 

Who is the course for?
The target audience for 
this course includes:
•	 Field level programme officers 

who wish or need to design, 
organize, coordinate and 
implement a food loss analysis

•	 Technical advisors and academics 
who want to learn more about the 
topic in order to teach others

The course aims to provide practical 
guidance, and quickly develop 
an understanding of the topic.

Key partners
This course was developed within the 
‘’Mainstreaming food loss reduction 
initiatives for smallholders in food 
deficit areas’’ project, funded by the 
Swiss Agency for Development and 
Cooperation (SDC).

It was jointly implemented by Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) in partnership with the 
World Food Programme (WFP) and 
the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD).

This publication has been produced with the assistance of the European 
Union. The contents of this publication are the sole responsibility of FAO 
and can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union.
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