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Introduction

To achieve sustainability from our natural resources, 
the concept of environmental management (EM) has 
to be taken into consideration to a level of implemen-
tation. Environmental Management studies involve 
counting people and human capital and heavily in-
volving them in different aspects of countries devel-
opment environmental strategies. Several discus-
sions and formal gatherings began to take place to 
illustrate a path of economic green growth (sustain-
able use of our precious natural resources) as an im-
provement to the current classic economic growth. 
As a result, many large environmental institutions 
were developed to deal with this aspect.

Oman, like other developing countries, is located in 
the arid and semi-arid zones where drought condi-
tions prevail and fresh water is precious. As a result 
environmental problems like land degradation and 
desertification will exceed if proper water resource 
management is not implemented. Other environ-
mental issues include waste management and waste 
water generated due to an increase in population 
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growth among other concerns which reflects the 
country’s need to develop environmental institutions. 
Having such environmental institutions will assist in 
integrating the environmental management system 
into related organizations to cope with the need of 
having continuous economic growth with minimal en-
vironment destruction. 

Oman current status

When it comes to environmental aspects, Oman has 
undergone early strategies in terms of environmental 
management system development, followed by series 
of developments and improvements. The Ministry of 
Environment and Climate Affairs (MECA) was estab-
lished in 2007 by royal decree (91/2007) as a gov-
ernmental responsible environmental body in Oman. 
MECA’s main objectives are to promote environmental 
awareness, support the principles of sustainable de-
velopment and ensure the safety of the environment 
and pollution control by maintaining the ecological 
balance in the context of sustainable development ob-
jectives as well as representing Oman in regional and 
international conferences concerned with the environ-
ment and climate issues. MECA’s role is also to monitor 
the industry’s compliance with environmental laws 
and legislations. Environmental reports like EIAs are 
mandated and have also been reviewed by MECA for 
environmental clearance. Due to this, there is a trend 
of involvement of the private sector and related NGOs 
in the environmental management scheme. Good ex-
amples (not limited to) are Bea’a (Oman environment 
services holding co.), a private company that is respon-
sible for management of landfills and different catego-
ries of waste and Environment Society of Oman (ESO), 
a non-governmental organization with the main roles 
of raising  public awareness of environmental (terres-
trial and marine) aspects in Oman.

Outcomes

Having environmental related institutions and organi-
zational structures in place will effectively support the 
current environmentally related policies and major 
components of environmental management strate-
gies. This will serve the purpose of follow-up in any en-

vironmental conservation and protection programs 
by mandating and monitoring the environmental 
documentation and reports by any new future indus-
tries that are built on natural soil grounds. Industries 
in Oman are obliged to conduct impact assessment 
reports to make sure it covers the main criteria of 
sustainable development strategies; this was proven 
to be an effective tool to ensure sustainability of the 
available natural resources.

Ministry of Environment and Climate Affairs (MECA) 
in Oman is controlling the development projects that 
are ongoing by promoting environmental protection 
plans, conservation of the available precious natural 
resources and biodiversity protection (e.g. conserva-
tion of Mangrove trees, native trees planting projects, 
and costal management projects among others). 
MECA also developed the national strategies for pro-
tecting the Omani environment as well as biodiver-
sity protection through management of protected ar-
eas and reserves as well as the Omani environment 
in general.
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